
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



[RECORD OF THE] SECOND CONVENTION 
August 28, 29, 1895 

The second biennial convention of The Society of the Sigma Xi 
was called to order by the President C. C. Brown 1 at 12 noon, 
Wednesday, August 28th, 1895, in the parlors of the Massasoit 
House, Springfield, Mass. The President named Profs. Williams 2 
of the Yale chapter, Stoller 3 of the Union chapter, and McMahon 4 
of the Cornell chapter as the committee on credentials. No dele- 
gates from Troy or Kansas having arrived, less than the requisite 
three-fourths quorum of the five chapters were represented, and 
the meeting adjourned till 5 p. m. 

Second Session, Wednesday 5 p. m. August 28th, 1895 

President Brown in the chair named the Corresponding Secre- 
tary as secretary of the convention, the office of Recording Secretary 
having not yet been filled. 

The committee on credentials reported favorably on the creden- 
tials of Professors Williams of Yale, Stoller of Union, Landreth 5 
of Union, Marvin 6 and Newson 7 of Kansas, and McMahon of Cor- 
nell. The committee referred to the convention the case of Pro- 
fessor McGiffert 8 of Troy who presented no formal credentials. 
After discussion he was on motion recognized as a delegate from 
the Troy chapter. 

Nominations for Vice President of the convention being called 
for Professor Marvin of Kansas was nominated and elected unani- 
mously. 

On motion, the President, Vice President, and Corresponding 
Secretary were appointed a committee to report nominations for the 



1 Charles Carroll Brown, CF 1887, Theta Chapter. 

2 Henry Shaler Williams, CF 1895, Yale Chapter (F 1886, Cornell Chapter). 

3 James Hough Stoller, F 1889, Theta Chapter. 

4 James McMahon, F 1890, Alpha Chapter. 

5 Olin Henry Landreth, F 1894, Theta Chapter. 
"Frank Olin Marvin, GF 1890, Iota Chapter. 

* Henry Byron Newson, F 1891, Iota Chapter. [This name does not appear 
on the list of members of the Iota Chapter as printed in the Quarter Century 
Record and History, having been accidentally omitted when the list was pre- 
pared and submitted by the chapter. See Quarterly, 2 : 35.] 

'James McGiffert, Jr., U 1891, Rensselaer Chapter. 
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offices of the President, Vice President, Recording Secretary, and 
Treasurer, of the society for the ensuing term of two years; this 
committee to make its report at the last session of the Convention. 

The proceedings of the last convention were then read for in- 
formation. 

In the absence of the Treasurer of the society (Professor J. H. 
Comstock 9 of Cornell), the Corresponding Secretary read the Trea- 
surer's report giving a detailed statement of expenditures with 
vouchers. Professors Landreth of Union and Newton of Kansas 
were named as auditing committee. 

Chapter reports were then presented by the delegates. 

Adjourned till 8:30 a. m. Thursday. 

Third Session, Thursday, Aug. 29TH, 1895 ; 8 :30 a. m. 

Present: President Brown in the chair, Professors Williams of 
Yale, Stoller and Landreth of Union, McGiffert of Troy, Marvin 
and Newson of Kansas, McMahon and Merritt 10 of Cornell, the last 
named having presented satisfactory credentials. 

The President presented his report, which will be part of the 
records,* giving a detailed statement of his correspondence with 
regard to the founding of the Yale chapter in March 1895, and with 
regard to applications for new charters from the Universities of 
Minnesota, Ohio, and Cincinnati; also his correspondence with 
Wabash College on the subject of a prospective application from 
that Institution. The President also reported to the convention his 
appointment of Professor Williams to be the Yale representative 
on the committee on Extension which was appointed by the last 
convention. 

Reports of committees being called for, Professor Williams (in 
the absence of Professor C. F. Osborne 11 chairman of the committee 
on Extension) statedf the views of that committee on what the 
policy of the Society ought to be in founding new chapters. The 



*No such report has been found in the file. 
"John Henry Comstock, CF 1886, Alpha Chapter. 
10 Ernest George Merritt, F 1888, Alpha Chapter. 

a Charles Francis Osborne, F 1887, Alpha Chapter (F 1904, Pennsylvania 
Chapter). 

fThis statement is given in print on page 23. [Original record. Reprinted 
here, page 15.! 
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substance of this report is embodied in a resolution proposed later 
at the fourth session by Professor Williams. 

Under the head of general business the Corresponding Secretary 
read the amendments to the constitution, proposed by the Cornell 
chapter, and sent to the different chapters three months before the 
date of the convention. They were taken up section by section and 
adopted unanimously as follows : 

That sections 3, 4, of Article II be embodied in one, and read as 
follows : — 

Sec. 3. A petition for a charter for the establishment of a new 
chapter shall be communicated to the President of the Society, who 
shall refer it to the Chairman of the Council. When the Chairman 
shall have notified the President of the consent of three- fourths of 
the Council, the President shall then refer the petition to the several 
chapters in good standing in the Society. No charter shall be granted 
without the consent of three-fourths of the Council, and of three- 
fourths of the chapters. The consent of a chapter shall only be 
given at a chapter meeting when a majority of its members are 
present and voting, and when three-fourths of the votes cast are in 
the affirmative. 

That section 5 become section 4 and be amended to read as 
follows : 

Sec. 4. A charter for the establishment of a new chapter shall 
be issued as soon as the President has received notification of the 
requisite number of chapters. 

That a new section 5 be introduced to read as follows : 

Sec. 5. The form of the charter shall be as follows: 

To whom it may concern; Be it known that a charter for the 
establishment of a chapter of The Society of the Sigma Xi at 

is hereby granted to the following persons as Charter 

Members, conveying to them and their duly elected associates and 
successors all the privileges conferred by the Constitution of the 
Society : 



In witness whereof the signatures of the President and Secre- 
tary and the Seal of the Society are hereunto affixed on this the 

day of in the year of our Lord 

That the title of Art. VII. be "Officers and Council." That new 
sections 6, 7 be introduced to read as follows : 
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The Council 

Sec. 6. The Council shall be composed of the officers of the 
Society, ex-officio, and an additional member to be elected by each 
chapter from its active members. The term of an elected member 
shall be five years ; and whenever a vacancy occurs, a successor shall 
be elected at once for a full term. The President shall name one 
of the elected members as Chairman, to serve to the end of his term 
as Councillor; a vacancy in the Chairmanship to be filled in the 
same way. 

Duty of the Council 

Sec. 7. The duty of the Council shall be to advise on the gen- 
eral policy of the Society, more particularly on the granting of 
charters as indicated in Art. II, sec. 3. 

That in Art. VIII. sec. 2(c) the word "delegates" be changed 
to "chapters," and that there be added the words "each chapter 
having one vote." That sec. 4(c) be stricken out. That sec. 4(k) 
be amended to read as follows : 

Sec. 4(j). "Election of Officers." That the lettering of the 
sub-sections be changed accordingly. 

The last two amendments necessitated the following changes in 
Art. VII. sec. 2, which were adopted unanimously : — 

In the second paragraph that the word "President" be changed 
to "Corresponding Secretary"; "next" be changed to "second"; 
after the words "biennial convention" insert "after his election"; 
strike out the words, "the close of the convention at which." 

In the third paragraph change "term" to "terms"; instead of 

the words "office of Treasurer" insert "the other officers" ; 

between "the" and "next" insert "close of the." 

Strike out the third paragraph. 

Moved and carried (after much discussion as to policy) that 
the petition from the University of Minnesota (read in the Presi- 
dent's report) be referred to the Council, and that this convention 
desires to express its opinion that the charter should be granted. 
Carried unanimously. 

Moved and carried unanimously that the petitions from the 
University of Cincinnati, and the Ohio State University be referred 
to the Council, and that this Convention desires to express its 
opinion that it would be inexpedient to grant these petitions at the 
present time. 

On motion adjourned till 5 130 p. m. 
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Fourth Session, Thursday, Aug. 29TH, 1895. 5 130 p. m. 

The convention was called to order by President Brown. The 
following delegates were present: Professors Williams of Yale, 
Stoller and Landreth of Union, Marvin of Kansas, Merritt and 
McMahon of Cornell. The minutes of the first three sessions were 
read and approved. 

Moved and carried that the Corresponding Secretary and the 
President make an assessment on the chapters to cover the following 
items of expense : — 

( 1 ) to defray the expenses of this convention ; 

(2) the printing of the Constitution and Membership list; 

(3) any deficit that may come from the outgoing Treasurer; 

(4) any unpaid bills reported by the outgoing Treasurer to date. 
Also moved and carried that the incoming treasurer collect the 

assessment from the chapters and pay the bills. 

Moved and carried that Professors Osborne and McMahon of 
the Cornell chapter be appointed a committee with power to devise 
a suitable letter-head for the Society, and to have it engraved. 

The committee on nominations, appointed at the second session, 
reported the following nominations for the several offices : 

For President; Professor H. S. Williams of Yale; 

For Vice President ; Professor F. O. Marvin of Kansas ; 

For Recording Secretary ; Professor J. McGiffert of Troy ; 

For Treasurer; Professor J. H. Stoller of Union. 

Moved and carried unanimously that the Secretary be directed 
to cast the ballot of the Convention for these nominees for the re- 
spective offices. The Secretary cast such ballot and handed it to 
the President, who declared the above-mentioned gentlemen duly 
elected to the offices opposite their names, for a term of two years. 

Professor H. S. Williams, as Chairman {pro tempore) of the 
committee on Extension, moved, for the committee, that the follow- 
ing be the Recommendations of the Convention, regarding the policy 
of the Society in establishing new chapters : 

(1) That the Council in determining the award of a charter to 
an institution should give a close scrutiny to the facilities and oppor- 
tunities of the institution for the advancement and encouragement 
of original research in the various branches of science, and to the 
qualifications of its scientific faculty to accomplish these ends. 
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(2) That the number of distinct branches represented by full 
professors in the institution should be at least five; and these 
branches should include Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, Biology 
(some department of it) and Engineering (some department of it). 

(3) That the number of graduate and resident members of the 
institution required to make up the charter membership should be 
at least 10 ; and of these not less than 9 should be members of the 
instructing body; and each should be adjudged by the Council to be 
fully worthy of membership in the Society. 

After full discussion, the Resolution was unanimously adopted 
by the Convention. 

Moved and carried that the selection of the time and place for 
the meeting of the next Convention be referred to the five officers 
of the Society with power. 

Moved and carried that the new President and Treasurer be 
appointed a committee with power to receive the report of the audit- 
ing committee. 

Moved and carried unanimously that the hearty thanks of this 
Convention are due, and are hereby tendered, to the retiring Presi- 
dent, Professor Charles Carroll Brown, for the very efficient and 
careful manner in which he has directed the affairs of the Society 
during his term of office, at a great expenditure of time and atten- 
tion; and for the interesting and exhaustive report which he has 
presented to this Convention in regard to the correspondence of the 
President's office. 

The minutes of the fourth session were read and approved. 

On motion, the President declared the convention adjourned 
sine die. 

James McMahon 
Corresponding Secretary, 
and 
Secretary of the Convention 



